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Academic Achievement of Hearing-Impaired Children Trained by Written
language-Auditory Method and Acquisition of Sign Language in

Profoundly Deaf Infants

Masako Notoya, Shigetada Suzuki, Mitsuru Furukawa
Ryozo Umeda

Abstract : Data on academic achievement was analyzed for 37 hearing-impaired students
who were trained by the Kanazawa Method (written language-auditory method) yourger
than school age. Thirteen had severe and profound deafness of more than 90dB ; others
had mild and moderate loss under 89 dB. All subjects had attended regular school from
the age of six. 77% of the students were middle and above in their class in the severe
and profound group, and 71% in the mild and moderate group. The remainder, who are
academic failures, had already showed insufficient language development at the age of six.

As another study, acquisition of sign language by the children with severe hearing-im-
pairedness was compared with their acquisition of written language and oral language. Eight

severely hearing-impaired subjects, whose hearing losses were more than about 100 dB, were
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taught sign, written and oral language. Acquisition of sign language was significantly easier

than that of oral language. These results suggested that early presentation of sign language

is effective in the program of language training for the severely hearing-impaired. From

subsequent training with one of these subjects, it has been seen that early presentation of

sign language with written and oral language serves to promote acquisition of the oral lan-

guage.

Key Words : written language-auditory method, academic achievement, sign language, oral-

language, written language
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